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NEP-20 did come out with a concept
that Schools are to be promoted as ‘samajik
chetna kendras’, is an indication to
enhance social responsibilities of education
institutions. Ofcourse we have been
discussing that the education by 2050 is to
guide and focus more on life skills and social
orientation. This is a step forward in this

direction.
Not an Island:

A school is not simple a place where a
student is shaped to be academically excellent
with an all-round development of personality
by building value and spiritual base, but also
be trained to become a creative, innovative. ,
experimentative and producer of knowledge.
This is one aspect but other important one is
that a school is not an ivory tower or island
to work in isolation, but an agent of social
change and transformation. We should not
forget that educational institution is also a
part of the system to bring reforms in the
socio-cultural-economic fabric of the village.
While defining the goals of education a
student is to be integrated to the society and
nation at large, was mentioned repeatedly in

all the educational polices right since1968.
Influencing mindset of the society:

Schools shall leave a positive influence
on the society by shaping the morals,
mentalities and culture of the society. It can
lead the society in some areas by becoming
the chief instrument in a scheme of changes in
human life. Vocational or technical education
helps is the process of industrialization.
Education changes the outlook of the people
on social issues and also sharpen the skills
and knowledge of the people. Hence mindset
of the society can be changed by the school.

Schools should reach out the society
beyond the gates in the community and
conduct number of programs. Activities are
to be designed to bring the society to the
school for involvement, enrichment and

empowerment of the people
Stake holders with a social responsibility:

Principal, teachers, management,
alumni, parents and students can all become
agents of social change and service, with
proper orientation. All these stakeholders
have both individual as well as institutional
social responsibility to serve and a role

defined.

Some of the suggested activities and
enterprises are given here under

1. Adopting a village or slum by the
school:

At microlevel a village in rural areas
and slums or seva basthis in urban dwellings
are to be adopted, for which we undertake
a detailed socio-cultural-economic survey

after which prioritizing the problems,
challenges and activities for transformation
are chalked out by involving social, cultural
and economic leadership of the village as

well. Then action plan follows

2.  Undertaking service schemes in

surrounding villages/ basthis:

Students are not only be techno-
highly
knowledgeable but also have a value base.

informative, modern and
Hence service activities like balasamskar
kendras, vidyardhi vikasa kendras (tution
centers), matru mandalis, adult education
centers, Vocatianl training/skills development
centers, tasks of self reliance are to be planned
with the help of parents, staff, students and
sajjana shakthi of the society.
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3.  Participation in community and cultural festivals of the

villages :

School should link itself to the society by participating in
socio-cultural functions of the village. Our cultural, national and
social values can be transmitted through these programmes.

4.  Students exposing to the conditions of under privileged
sections, along with important service and rural

development projects:

Students should be encouraged to visit the sensitive areas
to observe the health, hygiene, living environment and economic
conditions to make a feel about their social responsibility. Important
service, rural development and transformatory projects are to be
visited to get a better understanding about the methods and process

of service.

5. Adoption of surrounding schools for an educational
change:

One or two schools may be adopted and benefits of school
complex to enhance cooperation and sharing of resources for
initiating a positive educational change in our area. Ways and
means along with modus operandi can be thought as per the local
needs and requirements. Especially in this technology driven world
innovative mechanisms, ICT and other training modules can better
be shared.

6. Better utilization of school’s infrastructure:

School’s infrastructure may be better made available and
utilized, by conducting summer camps, yoga training, social
awakening activity, cultural exchange programmes and skill

development activities etc.
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7.  Planning pursuits for bringing society to school:

Involvement of society in different activities which are being
held in the school may be an impetus and encourage enthusiastic
proud participation to take a clue from time to time from other stake
holders of the school. Eg: social and health awareness programmes,
Environment and water management training activity etc.

8. Arranging Tasks for strengthening social harmony.

When these narrow minded caste approach is occupying
the upper minds of the people, Places of worship and schools can
be ideal institutions where people can be involving with broad
minded submission in all the endeavours. Social harmony (Samajik
Samarasatha) in principle and practice at individual, families,
institution, work place and social life level is very much essential
for unity and integrity of the nation. Education can be a catalyst for
this type of change and can bring a big reform.

Focus on sensitive areas

In conclusion we can declare that national goals can also be
transmitted and achieved by educational institutions. No school
should become a victim of the mad race of competition but by
focusing on strategic, sensitive, border and challenging problematic
areas, the benefits can reach the unreached people and areas on

which the progress of the nation depends.

Let us all work in the field of education for ultimate
integration avoiding present differentiation and divisive trends.
Ultimately my presentation is just an indication and direction but
not all comprehensive. This is only to initiate and activate the
thinking process.

/

development of children.

Schools have an important role in value education

Schools have an important role in value eduction. But their inmportance should neither be
exggerated nor denied altogether. Moral development will be taking place constantly both within
and outside the school , influenced by a complex network of environmental factors ~home, peer
group, media and community at large. The extent to which schools function effectively as training
ground for values depends on their physical condition and the professional idalism of teachers among
other things. To the extent the school factors —teacher-teacher, teacher-pupil, teacher-parent and the
various other group interactions, the school traditions and values, the curricular and co-curriculor
activites, the school tone and climate-influence the moral development of children, schools have
a responsibility in excercising control over these and creating condusive conditions for the moral

J
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DECODING NEW EDUCATION POLICY (NEP)

After 34 years of long delays and wait
but recent 6 years of discussions, debates
deliberations cabinet finally approved of
NEP 2020. It is undoubtedly a wonderful
visionary document. Lets welcome it try to be
open minded to ADOPT DOABLE IDEAS N
AVOID UNDOABLE IDEAS.

We are required not to be CYNICAL
,though it is my perspective only ,you are
open to decide what you can start with what
you can ignore. Moreover it is a policy
not govt guidelines. It will take time to be
implemented because of so many wishful
ideas described in a draft. Here I will not
touch all details but definitely share some of
the important details, through the eyes of a

lay man.

In fact NEP is set to
numerous changes to the landscape of
both

addresses

bring

school and higher education. It
many growing developments
which is imperatives to our country and
moreover its aligned to the 2030 Agenda
for SUSTAINABLE EDUCATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT. This policy is built on

the fundamental pillars of ACESS, EQUITY,

QUALITY, AFFORDABILITY AND
ACCOUNTABILITY.
It recommends many

TRANSFORMATIONAL IDEAS for our

youth at school n college .

It promotes active PEDAGOGY,
DEVELOPMENT OF CORE CAPACITIES
AND LIFE SKILLS, 21st century skills in
particular EXPERIMENTAL LEARNING
at all stages, LOW STAKE BOARD
EXAMINATION, HOLISTIC PROGRESS
CARD, TRANSFORMATION IN
ASSESSMENT TO PROMOTE CRITICAL

AND HIGHER ORDER THINKING

®

(HOT) SKILLS, REFORMS IN TEACHER
EDUCATION etc.

For conceptual clarity, foundation
years of education will be in mother tongue.

This is a WONDERFUL STEP.

Focus will be on understanding rather
than ROTE LEARNING.

5+3+3+4= 15 years of schooling.

5years means Play way-+nursery+kg+1st+2nd
classes

+3 years means 3rd,4th,5th classes
+3 years means 6th,7th,8th classes
+4 years 9th,10th,11th,12th classes

CODING VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION INTERNSHIP FROM 6th
class onwards. No doubt a wonderful step
and most appreciable one . IT WILL MAKE
OUR STUDENTS EMPLOYABLE N
SKILLED.

In addition there will be NO
STREAMS for senior classes, means Liberty
in choosing subjects. Now there will be
BLENDING OF SUBJECTS FROM 9th
class onwards. For example phychology can
be opted with music and biology or Physics
can be opted with economics or computer.
This WILL MAKE OUR YOUTH MORE
PASSIONATE ABOUT THEIR JOBS .

Focus on teachers recruitment and

empowerment and on career growth
opportunities which are key features. Also
plus point is RIGHT TO EDUCATION
(RTE ) FROM 3RD YR TO 18TH YR,
earlier it was till the age of 14 years. The best
part for senior students will be NO RIGID
SEPARATION BETWEEN ART AND

SCIENCE, BETWEEN CURRICULAR
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AND EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES, BETWEEN
VOCATIONAL AND ACADEMIC STREAMS. 10+2 is replaced

by new age wise grouping .

NEP promotes MULTILINGUALISM and TECHNOLOGY
BASED education.

UG DEGREE WILL HAVE MULTIPLE EXIT OPTIONS.
In case if student has to leave college for some reason then he can
continue further studies even after break, from.where he left off. A
certificate will be given after the completion of first year, diploma
after the second year complition and degree after third or fourth

years of completion.

MPHIL COURSES WILL BE DISCONTINUED. (I myself

have certain reservation regarding this )

There will be shared rules for private and public higher

educational institutions.

After FOUR YEAR DEGREE PROGRAMME student
CAN DO masters degree then a PHD DIRECTLY WITHOUT AN
MPHIL. Same with foundation classes. THE FOCUS WILL BE
ON LITERACY AND BASIC NUMERACY.

Though Examination will be at low stakes but there will be
test of actual knowledge instead of ROTE LEARNING. REPORT
CARDS WILL BE A COMPREHENSIVE REPORT ON SKILLS
AND CAPABILITIES INSTEAD OF JUST MARKS AND
STATEMENTS.

New opportunities of jobs will be opened in Agriculture
area. There will be blend of traditional knowledge and emerging
technologies in new innovative ideas . TECHNICAL SKILLS

WILL ENHANCE THE MARKET.
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Our youth will be FUTURE READY IF NEP is
implemented in its true spirits. It will set up the
foundation for 21st century india A NEW INDIA
. I totally agree with the concept of WHAT TO
THINK TO BE REPLACED BY HOW TO
THINK. Every child will get space to follow bis
passion. CREDIT BANK is the most fascinating
facility for seniors. RESKILL AND UPSKILL IS
THE BEAUTY OF NEW CHANGES IN NEP.

Translation and interpretation will create a new genre for job

seekers, which is among the key areas for jobs.

Our youth will be FUTURE READY IF NEP is implemented
in its true spirits. It will set up the foundation for 21st century india
A NEW INDIA . [ totally agree with the concept of WHAT TO
THINK TO BE REPLACED BY HOW TO THINK. Every child
will get space to follow his passion. CREDIT BANK is the most
fascinating facility for seniors. RESKILL AND UPSKILL IS THE
BEAUTY OF NEW CHANGES IN NEP.

The true spirit of NEP approved on July 29 ,2020 by THE
UNION CABINET is Teach to Transform, Educate to Empower
and Learn to Lead.

But there is still a waiting period for the policy to be put into

practice.

I hope I have decoded the major areas, if read carefully there

will be no doubts in understanding NEP.

I am always open for further discussion debate on the content.

N

4 YOGA , THE HOLISTIC SOLUTION )

Yoga offers a holistic solution . The first level handling is at the body level to use techniques of
relaxation. Simple asanas provide mastery over different groups of muscles by increasing the elasticity
of the muscles fibers and releasing tentions and stresses . The releases of stresses at body level will
give up deep rest to all the organs and systems in our body. Thereby, the basic defence system will
have much greater opportunity for a faster recoup and revitalisation than in a stressed-up condition.

The second level operation is slowing and balancing of breath. Sukha Pranayam, Nadi suddhi and
Bhramari can slow down the breath effectively and restore balance of breath between the two
nostrils. Associating a feeling of deep relaxation can work winders especially in cancer cases.

J
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The National Education Policy 2020
needs to be implemented by teachers for
it to be highly effective as required with
active involvement of educators who are
to be multidisciplinary and multilingual
themselves.

We know that the Govt. of India
announced a long-awaited education policy
on July 29, 2020 to improve access, equity
and quality of education in the country.

The NEP is

progressive and comprehensive. It has arange

visionary, practical,
from early childhood to higher education,

professional  education to  vocational
education, teacher training to professional

education.

As policy envisages that the teacher
must be the center of the fundamental reforms
in the education system, the new education
policy must help reestablish teachers, at all
levels as the most respected and essential
members of our society because they truly
shape our next generation of citizens. It
must do everything to empower teachers and
help them to do their jobs as effectively as
possible.

As the teachers are the major factors
infringing about the change in this new
pedagogical structure, consistent training
would have to be conducted and concurrent
change will be expected to be made. New
pedagogical and curricular Structure of
school education (5+3+3+4) 3 years in
anganwari/ pre-school and 12 years in school
is sought to be introduced. In the secondary
stage there will be multidisciplinary study,
critical thinking, flexibility and flexibility
in choice of subjects. Experiential learning
in science, mathematics, art, social science
and humanities in the Middle stage. Play

discovery, activity based and interactive
classroom learning in preparatory stage.
Foundational stage will consist of multilevel
i.e. play /activity based learning. To achieve
the purpose of the policy, teachers should
be the experts in the field of art integration,
artificial

experiential learning and they should know

multidisciplinary, intelligence,
how to develop, design thinking, problem

- based learning, cooperative learning,
gamification, project-based learning, and soft

skills.

How teachers can transform the learning

process ?

Teachers can transform the learning
process if the mapping of curriculum is
done by them. The focus will be on practical
application- based learning. Stress shall be
on the importance of literacy and numeracy
skills. So it is supposed that teachers will
have to rework in these areas to bring about
a transformation in the teaching strategies
so that these foundational skills can be
developed, strengthened and achieved by
Grade 3. Innovative teaching would be
essential to achieve reading, writing and

learning of basic mathematical concepts.

Wherever possible, students in primary
and preferably up to 8th should be taught
in home language/mother tongue/ Local
language to achieve the best outcomes.
So teachers should be encouraged and
empowered to be bilingual to achieve the
best outcomes.

To discourage rote- learning and
memorizing teachers will have to adopt
the new approach of shifting from syllabus
completion to defining learning goals through
innovative pedagogy. Teachers must look at

integrating subjects, streams and technology
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"Regarding the 360-degree assessment of a student,

progress cards will include self-assessment, peer-
assessment and teacher assessment. A multi-
dimensional report card will be generated that
will reflect the progress and uniqueness of each
learner in the cognitive, affective and psycho-
motor domains."

to create a holistic learning experience for students along with the
component of digital literacy, scientific temper and computational
thinking.

Regarding the 360-degree assessment of a student, progress
cards will include self-assessment, peer- assessment and teacher
assessment. A multi-dimensional report card will be generated
that will reflect the progress and uniqueness of each learner in the
cognitive, affective and psycho-motor domains.

Skill/ Vocational training and coding will start from Class 6.
Accordingly all the teachers should have the knowledge of ICT
and it will be necessary to identify the skills in every teacher and
parents to achieve the same.

It is recognized that there may be several pedagogical
approaches internationally for teaching particular subjects.
NCERT in collaboration will SCERT, NIOS etc. will study,
research, document, and compile the varied international
pedagogical approaches for teaching different subjects and make
recommendations on what can be learnt and assimilated from these

approaches into the pedagogies being practiced in India.

As per the new policy, by 2030, the minimum degree required
for teaching will be a four-year integrated BEd. Apart from this, the
Teacher Eligibility Test (TET) will also be changed as per the new

school system.

Earlier, the TET was divided into two components — part
1 and part 2. Now that the school structure has been divided into
four parts — foundational, preparatory, middle, and secondary
— TET will also be developed accordingly. For subject teachers,
suitable TET or the National Testing Agency (NTA) test scores
in the corresponding subjects will also be taken into account
for recruitment. The NTA will hold exams for all subjects and a

common aptitude test.

Those who qualify TET will have to give a demonstration

or appear in an interview, and show their knowledge of the local

S A w2021
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language, as per the new policy. As per the NEP, “Interview will
become an integral part of teacher hiring”. These interviews
would also assess comfort and proficiency in teaching in the local
language. It would be a must for teachers in private schools as well
to qualify TET.

Teacher education is vital in creating a pool of schoolteachers
that will shape the pew generation. Teacher preparation is an
activity that requires multidisciplinary perspectives and knowledge,
formation of dispositions and values, and development of practice
under the best mentors. Teachers must be grounded in Indian
values, languages, knowledge, ethos, and traditions including tribal
traditions, while also being well-versed in the latest advances in
education and pedagogy.

In order to improve and reach the levels of integrity
and credibility required to restore the prestige of the teaching
profession, the Regulatory System shall be empowered to take
stringent action against substandard and dysfunctional teacher
education institutions (TEIS) that do not met basic educational
criteria, after giving one year for remedy of the breaches. By 2030,
only educationally sound, multidisciplinary, and integrated teacher

education programmes shall be in force.

Since schools will need teachers who can teach in
multiple languages and have knowledge of new-age courses like
computational thinking, coding etc., introduced at the school level
under the NEP, BEd courses will also be changed accordingly. The
BEdcourses will be of four-year duration. Dual BEd degrees with a
focus on one language and having bilingual lectures will be offered
too. BEd programmers will allow specialization in the education of
‘gifted children’.

One and two-year BEd options will also be available. Two-
year-BEd will be for candidates having a Bachelor’s degree, and
one-year BEdprograms will be offered only to those who have
completed the equivalent of four-year multidisciplinary Bachelor’s
degree or who have obtained a Master’s degree. These candidates
will be later hired as subject teachers in the area of specialty (or the
subject pursued at UG or PG level).

"Since schools will need teachers who can teach in
multiple languages and have knowledge of new-
age courses like computational thinking, coding
etc., introduced at the school level under the NEP,
BEd courses will also be changed accordingly.”
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Additionally, shorter post-B.Ed. certification courses will
also be made widely available, at multidisciplinary colleges and

universities.

All BEd program will include strong practicum training in
the form of classroom teaching at local schools. All BEd programs
will also emphasize the practice of fundamental duties of the
Indian Constitution along with other constitutional provisions
while teaching any subject or performing any activity. It will also
appropriately integrate environmental awareness and sensitivity
towards its conservation and sustainable development. It is

recognized.

In order to maintain uniform standards for teacher education,
the admission to pre-service teacher preparation programs shall
be through suitable subject and aptitude tests conducted by the
National Testing Agency, and shall be standardized keeping in view
the linguistic and cultural diversity of the country.

Teachers who have already been hired will be expected
to participate in at least 50 hours of continuous professional

development (CPD) every year.

The merit-based structure of tenure, promotion, and salary

structure will be developed. The parameters will be developed by
each state and will include peer reviews, attendance, commitment,
hours of CPD, and other forms of service to the school and the

community.

A common guiding set of National Professional Standards
for Teachers (NPST) will be developed by 2022, by the National
Council for Teacher Education. The professional standards will be

reviewed every 10 years.

The Kothari Commission, 1966 said, ‘Of all the different
factors which influence the quality of education and its contribution
to national development, the quality, competence and character
of teachers are undoubtedly the most significant.” The NEP 2020
also says, ‘Teachers truly shape the future of our children — and,
therefore, the future of our nation’ thereby implying that teachers
play the most important role in nation-building by creating high
quality of human resource in their classrooms.

Based on the recommendations of NEP 2020 on teacher
education and training, a National Curriculum Framework for
Teacher Education, NCFTE 2021 will be drafted to guide all
teacher education, pre-service and in-service, of teachers working

in academic, vocational & special education stream.

/

N

TERM EVALUATION

There is some confusion concerning the meaning of the term evaluation . In some instances, it is
used as a synonym for the terms like examination, periodical test, used of objective type test or
measurement. When the meaning of term evaluation analysed, it is to understand how and why
these misconceptions regarding it have crept in the minds of teachers.

From an insrtuctional standpoint, evaluation may be defined as a systematic process of
determining the extent to which instructional objectives are achieved by pupils. There are four
important aspects of this definition. First, evaluation implies a systematic process as opposed
to the casual tests and observations. Secend, evaluation always presupposes some instructional
objectives. Without previously determined and defined objectives, it is impossible to judge
the nature and extent of pupil learning. Thiird, evaluation is much more comprehensive and
inclusive term than measurement. In includes both qualitative and quantative descriptions of
pupil behaviour plus value judgement concerning the worth and desirability of that behaviour
. Measurement is limited to quantitative descriptions of pupil bevavior and excludes qualitative
discriptions and judgements concerning the worth of values of the behaviour measured.

J
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PRIMARY EDUCATION IN MOTHER TONGUE:

NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY

Whenever there is a discussion on the
medium of instruction for pre-primary and
primary school education, mother tongue
has always been the preferred medium
of instruction. We need to focus on two
important concepts first Education and
second Mother tongue. Let’s begin with the
analysis of these concepts in the modern
context. The challenges have taken a different
shape with the changing technologies, modes
of transport, economy, needs of society,
lifestyle etc. The role of education too has
undergone a lot of change. It is now accepted
that education is the only key to prosperity
and stability. Any job one seeks or any career
one intends to persuade implies specific
knowledge or some training. Thus, some kind
of formal education is essential for everyone.

In a way schooling is inevitable for everyone.

Education starts at a very early stage.
New education policy acknowledges the role
of pre-primary education too. It starts right
from the age of 3 of a child. The policy has
a structured plan of education at this stage.
It covers first five years of schooling. These
are the years of building the basic abilities of
a child which is supposed to provide good
foundation. The next three years are treated

to be a preparatory phase of formal education.

Many physical, mental and intellectual
abilities are to be developed in these two
stages. Medium of instruction is an important
component for these stages. Usually the
language one speaks at home is treated to be
the most suitable medium for communication
because a child is familiar with it. It is
very easy to follow the instruction and act
accordingly. This is true in a simple scenario

but the times aren’t so simple now. A child

®

is exposed to various elements that influence
his understanding like TV or cell phone,
which are very common examples. Similarly,
the mother tongue too is influenced by
number of different variables. Parents
and other members of the family too have
exposure to these things which keep making
impressions and enhancing expectations of

all the stakeholders.

The concept of mother tongue itself
has undergone a great change. The country
like ours enjoys maximum diversity in all
possible way, has to tread very carefully
on the issue of mother tongue. We have a
number of spoken languages that have their
own scripts. Our states have their identity
attached to regional languages but every
few kilometers, the shade and colour of this
language changes. Only the script remains
same, the usage and language games are
different.

changes to the extent that the language

Connotation and even syntax

becomes unintelligible too. Even if one has
good knowledge of Hindi, understanding it
in Haryana or in Rajasthan is difficult. The
entire Hindi belt is the best example of this
phenomenon. So is the case of Marathi.
Standard Marathi seems like a foreign
language in many parts of Maharashtra as
various versions of Marathi across the state

have a number of local flavors to it.

Besides this every state has many
dialects which have no scripts. Thus, use
of the language known to all, becomes
impossible. All have to be brought to the
level of common language. If it is not
available, it is to be identified. Text books are
to be prepared, exams are to be conducted,

instructions are to be given, and oral skills
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are to be judged. There are many such tasks to be completed and
children are to be made ready for higher education and ultimately
to perform one’s role in the society. A very senior government
official working in tribal area while discussing the issue of separate
books for tribal children stated that such policy will isolate them
more. He was of the opinion that these students will have to
interact and compete with the rest of the students when they seek
jobs or undertake activities for their sustainability. They will have
to learn the standard language of the state. Ultimately one learns
the language needed for communication. All the officials who get
transferred throughout the country, learn languages which they use
as a vehicle to communicate. They undertake the learning exercise
every time when they get transferred to a new place. Young
professionals too have to learn new language because their careers
path can take them to different countries. They acquire the working
knowledge of the new language.

Even our workers move throughout the country in search of
good opportunities. They too acquire the skill of communicating
in the regional dialects. They shift along with their families too to
the new destination. The children join the local schools. One such
article described the situation where teachers and children found an
interesting solution to a problem. Migrant children were finding it
difficult to learn the vernacular language which has a separate script.
The local children taught the compulsory vernacular language to
migrant children and the migrant children helped them with Hindi
as they being from Hindi belt. The most interesting aspect is that
the results of both the subjects improved to the pleasant surprise of
teachers. The story came from a remote village of Kerala.

Arunachala Pradesh brought a very interesting aspect of the
issue to light in one of the visits. If one has good knowledge of
Hindi, one faces no problem in the state as all could converse in
Hindi. One has to carefully listen to them as their pronunciation
is influenced by their mother tongues. One elderly lady from
Tawang caught our attention. When she found that we were from
Maharashtra, she told us about her visit to famous world heritage
site of Ajanta caves. These caves depict some events of Buddha’s life
and Buddhism being the religion of majority of people, they always
wanted to visit the caves. We thought she spent a considerable time
outside the Arunachala Pradesh as she was speaking fluent Hindi.
On the contrary, she told us that as there are a number of dialects
spoken by many small groups of people in the state which are
totally different from each other. Hindi being one such language
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which is understood by all, communication without it is next to
impossible. Probably due to the need of common language, English
had been selected as the medium of instruction at all the levels in
the state historically.

significant point to be brought to the notice is of all is, If we
travel in the border areas of any state, one finds a unique shade of
language. There is a very fascinating fusion of languages where
both the languages influence each other to the extent of changing
the syntax and the language games. Expressions change, words are
borrowed from each other to a great extent, intonation changes,
most of the people become bilingual too but many of our states
share their borders with multiple other states at the same time.
Thus, these phenomena can be experienced in all such areas and in
varied such complexities.

There are many countries where people speak one language
through out the length and breadth of the territory. It may be a
practical option for them but in the country like ours where
diversity is a fact, we need to handle the challenge with a deft hand.
We cannot let our education system to be an experimental ground
for a theory like this unless the data comes from a nation as diverse
as ours. It would hurt our society beyond imagination. We need to
develop our own model to suit our reality.

We need to evolve our own model according to our
requirements and it may take its own time to evolve. There is
no simple solution to such a complex phenomenon. It would be
fallacy to jump to the answer. Social realities cannot be explained
by using just one theory. Very few theories are that inclusive which
have capacity to interpret all the aspects of a complex reality like
our society. The huge number of students too pose a challenge
which cannot be ignored easily. Thus, we need to be very careful in
weighing our options while selecting a social theory or a hypothesis
in the field of education which has a far-reaching effect.

We need to focus on the quality Education imparted. We need
to train our teachers well to make use of modern technology and
the changed role of education. Our society needs a variety of roles
to be played for a smooth running. Ours is a progressive society
and there will not be permanent kind of jobs any more. Education
too will be an ever-changing system. Our educators and the entire
system should be a changing phenomenon; all need to keep catch
up with the needs of the system. An effective and continuous

upgrading of skills of all the components would be a key.
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Government as well as private
providers are sharing the responsibility of
providing schooling facility to the children
of the country. So, both the government as
well as private providers are competitors
in the business of schooling. However, the
government is the regulator as well. The
question that most stakeholders are raising
is that the government is not providing level
playing field. It changes the goal post as per
its convenience. There is a strong demand
from the parents, teachers and private school
owners that government either be a regulator
or a player. It cannot be both.

Why we need an independent Statutory
and Autonomous body

All stakeholders want an independent
and reliable data on schools in the country.
This will help them choose the best schools
for their children. There are two major
providers of education in the country — the
government (i.e. public) and the private
providers. The private providers are mostly
‘not for profit’ organisations who promise
to provide education without making any
profit. No one believes the private providers
that they are not making profit — either for
someone or an organisation. Most of the
schools are established through a Trust or a
Society, established and registered through a
deed approved by the Registrar of Societies.
Ask anyone who has anything to do with
schooling and he/she will say private schools
are making huge profits which is siphoned off
for the benefit of individuals or organisations.
If the majority perception is so then why
have the Governments not regulated to halt
this malice?

Government is a major provider of

school education and it is the regulator as

well. The power to regulate school education
is entirely with the governments — Central
and States. As education is in the Concurrent
list both the governments have right to
regulate education. The Central Government
regulates for the institutions established by
the Ministry of Education, Gol and the State
Governments legislate for the institutions
established in theirrespective state. But the
Governments are education providers too.
It has been observed and questioned as well
that every time the Government defaults it
changes rules and regulations. Let’s take
the example of the Right to Education Act
2009. The Act promised to provide a trained
teacher to all children in five years i.e. 31st
March 2015. This promise was not fulfilled
till 2017 because the government did not
provide adequate facilities to in-service
teachers to get trained. The major reason was
that a large number of private schools where
untrained teachers were teaching were with
schools said to be opposed to the ideology of
the government of the time i.e. Congress. The
Government in 2017 went to the Parliament
and amended the Act and said we will provide
training opportunities to all teachers, teaching
in public or private schools to acquire a
Diploma in Elementary Education (D.EL.
Ed) by 31st March 2019. Nearly thirteen
lakh in-service teachers were trained through
distance mode by the National Institute of
Open Schooling (NIOS) during 2nd October
2017 to 31st March 2019. This was passed
in supersession of the Justice J. S. Verma
Commission (a commission established by
the Hon’ble Supreme Court) reportwhich
was accepted by the government, saying first
teacher education degree cannot be acquired
through distance mode. The decision of
the Government in 2017 was a great relief
to the thirteen lakh teachers but what is
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"It is suggested that an autonomous body by the
name of School Education Commission (SEC) be
established through an Act of Parliament. This
will have the same status for school education
that of the University Grants Commission bas for
bigher education."”

important for our case here is the erroneous manner in which
governmentsregulate based on political considerations. Why was
the RTE Act passed in 2009 if the Government did not have the will
to undertake training of teachers? And why did the Government
supersede the J. S. Verma Commission recommendations if the
recommendations were in the interest of the students and school
system. All the decisions are questionable. It can be summarised
that the decisions are apparently political and/or hasty without
considering larger pedagogic issues. Children and their welfare and

learning is nowhere a matter of concern for the decision makers.

It is suggested that an autonomous body by the name of
School Education Commission (SEC) be established through
an Act of Parliament. This will have the same status for school
education that of the University Grants Commission has for higher

education.
The Organisational Structure of SEC

The SEC will be a small body with a very slick staff structure.
Unlike the existing statutory bodies it should remain away from
inspections and accreditation. Bodies which have been given the
powers to regulate and accredit both, have slipped into corruption
very fast. The case of National Council for Teacher Education
(NCTE) is in point. The NCTE was created in 1993 and started
functioning in 1995. The NCTE developed norms and regulations
for establishing teacher training colleges and frequently changed
the norms, obviously on the instructions of the government or some
strong pressure. The NEP 2020 has to agree with the observation of
the Justice J. S. Verma Commission (2012) that ... - over 10,000
[colleges] in number are not even attempting serious teacher
education but are essentially selling degrees for a price. Regulatory
efforts so far have neither been able to curb the malpractices in
the system, nor enforce basic standards for quality.” (NEP 2020,
Section 15.2). The job of the SEC will be to continuously interact
with the stakeholders of the school sector and design regulations
for school education. So a major activity of SEC will be to research

on various areas of schooling for developing regulatory framework
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for school education. SEC will hire services of researchers through
research grant funding to feed it with latest trends, to make
researched and considered decisions. The existing bodies like the
CBSE and state boards will keep accrediting schools as per the
norms and regulations developed by SEC. Disputes will be settled
by the government departments or the courts but SEC will not get

into dispute settlement as well.

The Organisational Structure of SEC
The Governing Council
The Executive Council
Chairperson SEC
Vice Chairperson SEC (Three)

Administrative Officer; Finance Advisor; Directors (Five)

The
Administrative officer, Finance Advisor and the Directors will be

position of  Chairperson, Vice-Chairpersons,
filled on deputation basis for a pre-decided period. The position
of Directors will be Director Academic, Director Research,
DirectorVocation Education, Director Quality Assurance and
Director Teacher Education. The Academics department will have
four verticals each looking after Early Childhood education, Middle
Level Schooling, Secondary Schooling and Special Education. The
Vice-Chairpersons will be nominated by the Chairperson on the
pattern practiced in the Indira Gandhi National Open University in
the appointment of Pro-Vice-Chancellor. Each of the departments

will have a structure decided by an expert committee.
Funding SEC

A major tool of arm twisting institutions funded by
government is to cut the budget or release the budget so late that
institutional head has to run from pillar to post for grants. While
establishing the Indira Gandhi National Open University the

There are examples from other parts of the world
where institutions funded by the government have
exercised complete autonomy from government
pressure in spite of the budget coming from the
public exchequer. Governments like to make acts
and Memorandum of Association of institutions
which put institutions in a subservient position
and ultimately fail to perform. Public funds
should be allowed to flow to public institutions
without obstacles from the party in power and the
government of the day.
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The NCERT had developed learning outcomes
and also conducted the National Assessment
Survey (NAS). For a transparent and rigorous
process the learning outcomes should be developed
by an agency other than the one which designs
the curriculum for inculcating the competencies
which are identified. The schools are assigned
with the task to transact the curriculum.

government had made a conscious effort to free IGNOU of this
constant irritation and made a provision through which the annual
budget of IGNOU came directly from the Ministry of Education
and the audited report of IGNOU is placed before the Parliament
of India. There are examples from other parts of the world where
institutions funded by the government have exercised complete
autonomy from government pressure in spite of the budget coming
from the public exchequer. Governments like to make acts and
Memorandum of Association of institutions which put institutions
in a subservient position and ultimately fail to perform. Public
funds should be allowed to flow to public institutions without
obstacles from the party in power and the government of the day.
One method can be to fix a pre-agreed amount with five percent
increase every year or the amount be fixed by the CA&G on the
basis of annual audit report. It may not be a bad idea that very
school student be asked to pay five rupees a year as SEC charges.
Every two years one rupee may be added to the charge. We can
ensure transparency through rigorous audit mechanism.

Quality Maintenance in Schools

The SEC will also undertake design and development of
‘learning outcomes’ and the National Curriculum Framework
(NCF) for school education. The NCERT had developed learning
outcomes and also conducted the National Assessment Survey
(NAS). For a transparent and rigorous process the learning
outcomes should be developed by an agency other than the one
which designs the curriculum for inculcating the competencies
which are identified. The schools are assigned with the task to
transact the curriculum. A third party should assess whether the
competencies as identified in learning outcomes are reflected in the
text books are properly transacted and the competencies developed.
Identification of the agency to conduct NAS should be left to the
SEC. The score of the NAS will give the SEC feedback to review

and revise the learning outcomes.
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SEC NCERT Schools Third Party (private)
Develop leaning

i Develop text | Transact
outhmes and National P ' Conduct NAS
Curriculum Framework | pooks curriculum
(NCF)

The Governing Council

The following may be the members of the Governing Council
of the School Education Commission

i.  Chairman SEC Chairman
ii.  Secretary, SE&L, Ministry of Education, = Member
iii. Member CABE,

Expert in School Education Member
(To be nominated by the MOE)

iv.  FICCI Representative Member
v.  CII Representative Member
vi. Chairman CBSE/NIOS Member

(Alternatively to be invitedby Chairman SEC for a period of 3

years)
vii. Director, NCERT Member
viii. Chairman of a State School Board Member

(To be nominated by the Chairman SECfor a period of 3 years)

ix. Professor of Education
(Eminent Educationist) Member

(To be nominated by the Chairman SEC for a period of 3 years)

X.  Vice-Chairman SEC Member
(One of the Vice-Chairman to be nominated by the Chairman SEC
for a period of 3 years)

xi. Director Academic, SEC Member

Secretary
Executive Council

The Executive Council of SEC may have the following

Members:
i.  Chairman SEC Chairman (One)
ii.  Representative of Secretary SE&L Member (One)
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iii. Vice-Chairman SEC Member

(up to Three)
iv.  Directors SEC Member (Five)
v.  Representatives of Govt./Public Schools:

KendriyaVidyalayaSangathan,
Army/Sainik Schools, State Govt. Schools, Central Tibetan School
Association (CTSA), Railway Schools,

JawaharNavodayaVidyalaya,
Members
(Three)

vi. Representatives of Private Schools: Network of schools with
more five hundred schools: DPS/DAV/Vidya Bharti

Member (Three)
vii. Eminent Educationists Member (Three)

viii. Media specialist (Expertise in Educational Media)
Member (One)

ix. Psychologist (Child psychology/Counsellor)
Member (One)

x.  Special Educator (Representative of RCI &MoSJ)

Member (Two)
xi. Vocational Education (Rep of Min. of Skill)

Member (Two)
xii. Sports specialist Member (One)

xiii. Artists (Creative areas: Painting, Dancing etc.)
Member (Two)

xiv. Finance Expert (Experience of auditing school/Board)

Member (One)
xv. Finance Officer, SEC Member (One)
xvi. Administrative Officer SEC Member

Secretary (One)

[Eminent educationists: Professor of Education (serving or retired);
Awarded School teachers/principals]

{It will be ensured that half the members are female. A proper mix
of science, arts,vocational, co-curricular areas will be kept in mind

while nominating members. }

Location of SEC

The SEC will be an autonomous organisation continuously
working in isolation without the political interference of the
government on improvement of the school system of the country.
The office of SEC will be a residential campus which may be
situated in a town like Ranchi or Raipur which are upcoming and
can provide one hundred acres for the establishment of the SEC.

In Conclusion

The Government reimburses school fees of its employees.
Common person is questioning this decision of the government.
On the one hand we pay education cess to subsidise primary and
secondary education on the other hand employees who get salary
from public exchequer are reimbursed for getting their children
educated in private schools. Should it not be compulsory for all
those who get salary from public fund to send their children to
government schools? Governmentservants will continue to take
irresponsible decisions for government schools until it becomes

compulsory for them to send their children to government schools.

We either let experts decide on school policies or if the
government wants to continue with the same structure of school
governance then it should be made compulsory for all those who
get paid from public fund to send theirchildren to government

schools.
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Rabindranath Tagore:

Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941)
is a celebrated personality not only for his
literature but also for his music, painting,
performances and so many other things,
each of which owns a brilliant and spirited
merit quarried from the depths of human
sensibility. As a whole his personality is a
unique blend of many artistic qualities that
come forth through his writings and other
mediums of expression before us. Dinkar
Kowshik addresses him ‘the Universal Man’.
He writes:

The very vastness of his [Tagore’s]
output — in poetry, novels, dramas, letters,
essays; or in music, where he composed more
than two thousand songs and set them to his
own melodies, his innumerable experiments
in ragas and talas; or in painting where he
produced, at an advanced age, over two
thousand five hundred pictures and drawings,
pictures which are marvels of playful fancy
and imagery and technique that defied
limitations of age and lack of training; his
experiments in education which remain as
valid today as when they were first initiated;
his philosophical insight into the mysterious
joy of living; his magnificent, handsome
physical frame, and his mystic realization of
the unity of life — all these surely bring us to
acknowledge his stature as a universal man.
(103)

As far Tagore as a poet is concerned,
he is a world-poet. It was his highest
achievement in the field of poetry when he
was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature
in 1913 for Song Offerings (Gitanjali). It
was a selection of his Bangla poems that he
had translated into English. His poetry is a
beautiful blend of words and music (in other
words, literature and music). Such poetry is

Modern Vaggeyakara

beyond the capacity of an ordinary poet. In
this regard, Strickland-Anderson’s remark is
note worthy:

Dr. Tagore’s relationship to Indian
music is unique. Without losing any of its
essential character, he has modernized the
form by giving a definite subject to his songs;
that is, in setting his own verses to music
he has given it body and substance and an
acceptable brevity more in accordance with

modern conceptions. (465)

Some (like  Strickland-
Anderson and Subhas Sarkar) address
him a ‘poet-composer’ or a ‘singer-poet’.

scholars

In Indian musicology tradition, there is a
Sanskrit word, vaggeyakara, in order to
signify such multifaceted personality. The
word is a compound-word made up of three
words, vaka(word), geya(musical), and
kara(one who makes). B. C. Deva says that
avaggeyakara has to possess a thorough
grounding in linguistic grammar, a mastery
over the lexicon, a command of prosody, a
profound knowledge of the rasa theory, an
insight into the sixty-four arts, a fine voice,
intimacy with traditional and contemporary
trends, a capacity to render gamak——a-s in
all the octaves and such other capacities.
In the world, there are not many names
that fall in this category. As far as Indian
tradition is concerned, Jayadeva (ca 1200
AD), Purandaradas (1484-1564), Tyagaraja
(1767-1847), Haridas (ca 1480-1575) and
Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) like poet-
composers can be acknowledged as the
vaggeyakara. (Deva 65) Keeping in mind
Tagore as a vaggeyakara, a study of his
poetrycan provide an exclusive experience
to the scholars. In the present paper, there

is an attempt to analyze an extraordinary
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relationship between his poetry and music. A true and meaningful
marriage of words and music offers a literary excellence to his
poetry. Tagore himself writes: “I want that music, the companion
of poetry, should be liberated from the iron fetters and they should
be given marriage (Sangeet chinta 2).” With this sort of fusion, it is
rather hard to apprehend which one is superior. It also comes into
the form ofthe Rabindra sangeet that flourishes not only the Indian
music, but also the Western music. The paper will also focus on
Tagore’s experimentations with his poetry which made him a world
celebrated Noble laureate.

From his boyhood, Tagore’s passionate love for songs wanted
to manifest itself and it appeared in the form of his unique poetry.
He believes that the richness of expression of human being cannot
be had in words alone. There should also be music. As far as music
in Bengal is concerned, as an independent entity (merely musical
composition like gata, a raga based composition without following
words of any song), it is extinct. According to Tagore, music has
its seat beside the very words. Kirtan, a kind of song sung in the
praise of God by the people, is an appropriate example of such
poetry in which a beautiful blend of music and built-in rhymed
lines of poetry exist. Many other examples can be cited from the
traditional poetry. Under the great influence of such poetry, Tagore
aspires to unify words with music as his prime objective. In this

regard, he says:

The development of music in association with poetry in
Bengal would be a peculiar thing. There would be no customary
unity of raga-raginisin it, as the same is not to be found in kirtan.
In other words, songs would lose their distinctive features; there
would be pitfalls of rules because it would have to negotiate
the claim of words. But, in such a marriage between music and
words, if reciprocal peculiarities are not mutually consolidated
in synchronization, union becomes sans loveliness. For this, in a
song, words are to compromise with it for the sake of the lyric; they
are to become purposeful of the tune. However, poetry and fine
arts of this type would, as I think, gradually become extensive. At
least, in the history of my own poetics, I see that to compose songs
that is to unify words with music only has now become my prime
meditation. (Ghosh 3)

It is the wonderful fusion of music and poetry that makes
him popular not only in Bengal, but all over the country. His poems
are sung and loved by the lowest as well as the highest class.
Strickland-Anderson, a critic of Tagore, tries to trace out the reason

of Tagore’s popularity, and writes that his compositions are free
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from the endless reiteration and monotony of subject as found in
the old Indian modes or methods. “Instead of the rambling, raga-
bound extemporaneous accounts of the super human activities of
the gods on Mt. [Mountain] Meru, he has set his own beautifully
descriptive poems to the music that is a part of them. And these
songs reach a diversified public, from the little boys at the Shanti
Niketan School to the high type of audience who heard his music
at the recent Rain Festival. His songs, like his poetry, have the
universal quality of charm (465-66).”Strickland-Anderson further
quotes a few examples from the songs of rain-festival (Gitanjali,
No. 22; Lover’s Gift, No. 35; Crossing, No. 34; etc.), and also
describes how these were sung in Shanti Niketan during the rain-
festival. He writes that “the entire Music Festival was given from
memory. There was no written score for orchestra or singers (472).”
But, the beautiful presentation of these songs with fluent gestures
upheld an incredible atmosphere for the audiences.

In order to have an approved perceptive on Tagore’s thoughts
on music and poetry, it is imperative to go through his three
essays: (i) “Music and Idea” in Bharati (May 1881), (ii) “The
Origin and Necessity of Music” in Bharati (Sep. 1881), and (iii)
“Music and Poetry” inBharati (Jan. 1882). All these essays were
written in the context of a musical drama, Valmiki-Pratibha (The
Genius of Valmikil881), composed by Tagore. He composed it
for performance under the influence of the European vocal music.
Santidev Ghosh, a close associate of Tagore, calls the songs of
this drama “the English-oriented Bengali songs”. He also gives an
example of the song, “Kalikali bolo re aaz” (Speak Kali Kali today).
“In the song, prior to their going a hunting, the band of burglars
are conveying their prayer to their worshipped goddess Shyama-
ma (Mother Shyama) in an intoxicated language. In the first four
lines of the song, there is a broken rhyme of slow lay (movement),
but the lay from the fifth line ‘oighormattakarenritya’ (Yonder the
dancing does deeply intoxicate) to ‘Ha haha’ is drut (quick); one
will have to sing in madhya lay (mid-movement) and by breaking
the rhyme from ‘Aare bal re Shyama mayer joy’ (say, victory to
mother Shyama) to the rest of the song (48).” Through this example,
he wants to show that Tagore “was inspired with composing songs
worth singing from beginning to end by considering the ideas of
lines one after another at a stretch without setting the tunes through
the system of division of lines as done in the Indian music. He
[Tagore] also understood that it is also necessary to change lay at
places, keeping an eye to the idea of words at the time of singing
(49).” In all the three essays, Tagore in the name of theorizing his
musical play discusses the work as well as the role of a vaggeyakara
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or a poet-composer in the field of music and literature. In his first
essay, “Music and Idea”, he strongly favors a union between poetry
and music. He writes:

What was the aim of raga-ragani? Certainly, it was nothing
but to express ideas. When we speak, even then there are tonal
variations and diverse mysteries of either in the voice... Those
tonal variations and mysteries of ether are heightened in excellence
in music. Music is, therefore, only the best medium of mental
expression ....... Musing is nothing but reading out poems in the
best way. The idea that we incompletely express through speed
is expressed more completely in raga-raginis. So the purpose of
raga-raginiis to express ideas only....... The experts in music draw
every one’s attention to that idea. Please find out why a special idea
occurs in a special raga-ragini. Take, for instance, why in Puravi
alone we remember the evening and in Bhairavi only, the morning.
(Ghosh 29)

In the second essay, “The Origin and Necessity of
Music”, Tagore speaks in continuation of his first essay, “Music and
Idea”, and maintains the same idea of the unique blend of music
and poetry. In the same line, a close reading of the essay suggests
that there is a thought expressed over the importance and need of a

vaggeyakara, which is more than a poet or musician. Tagore writes:

We simultaneously speak twofold words of ideas and
feelings. The language of emotions in us can achieve clarity with the
immediate pleasure that music affords us. The language of emotions
alone is the origin of music. ....... The music of our country...
has so far gone away from normalcy as separation between feeling
and music has taken place, only a lump of quagmire of tunes and
remnants in the forms of the patterns and structures of raga-raginis
are left. Music has turned into muddy image — lifeless, heartless
...... Our indigenous feelingless music is of the worst type. So long
as we will not be able to bring forth feelings in it, we will fail to

identify ourselves as musicians of the high order. (Ghosh 33)

This essay was written in the response of Herbert Spencer’s
“The Origin and Function of Music” in which he commented: “It is
the function of music to facilitate the development of this emotional
language; we may regard music as an aid to the achievement of that
higher happiness which it indis tinctively shadows forth (75).” We
find that like Spencer, Tagore also takes music as the language of

emotion.

The third essay, “Music and Poetry”, sheds more light on his

concept of musicians of the high order, i.e.vaggeyakara-s.Tagore
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seems to criticize merely music (like gata) as well as only words
(poems) without tunes due to its fixed and motionless nature. In
order to appreciate the blend of music and poetry he says that “the
idea of words depends on the tunes. The same word expresses
many meanings in different tunes. Both words and tunes can be
considered to be existent side by side within expression of ideas.
Our languages of feeling are built by a unison of the language of
tune [i.e. music] and that of words [i.e. poetry]”. (Ghosh 34)

For the implementation of his theory in poetry, Tagore takes
recourse to the north Indian classical musical tradition as well as
local folk musical traditions (like tappa, tarja, kabigan, panchali,
jatra, baul, bhatiyali, kirtan, thumari, etc.). At the many places, in
Sangeet chinta, he talks about his affinity for the folk music, and its
influence on his poetry. Baul music is one of the various forms of
Indian folk music. In the same book, he writes about the impact of

Baul songs on his poetry. He writes:

Those who have read my writings know that I have expressed
my devotion to Baul Padavalis in many of my writings. When I was
at Shelaidah, I used to meet and talked with the group of Bauls. In
many of my songs, I have accepted the tunes of the Bauls, and in
many songs the unison of the Baul tunes with other tune-patterns
with or without my knowledge. From this, it may be understood
that the tunes and words of the Baul shave, at a certain period,
easily mingled within me.... I do not believe that there is any such

brilliance as available in folk literature..... (Sangeet chinta311)

Musicality is an essential characteristic of his all kinds of
works. Even the work of translation is not an exception. W. B.
Yeats, Edward Thompson, Buddha dev Bose and many other critics
have great admiration for the ever lasting music of Tagore’s Song
Offerings (Gitanjali in English). In the introduction of the book,

Yeats writes:

Rabindranath Tagore, like Chaucer’s forerunners, writes
music for his words, and one understands at every moment that
he is so abundant, so spontaneous, so daring in his passion, so
full of surprise, because he is doing something which has never
seemed strange, unnatural, or in need of defence. These verses will
not lie in little well-printed books upon ladies’ table, who turn the
pages with indolent hands that they may sigh over a life without
meaning, which is yet all they can know of life, or be carried about
by students at the University to be laid a side when the work of life
begins, but as the generations pass, travelers will hum them on the

highway and men rowing upon rivers. Lovers, while they wait one
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another, shall find, in murmuring them, this love of God, a magic
gulf where in their own more bitter passion may bathe and renew
its youth. (x-xi)

In order to have his poetry as well as music in Western staff
notations, Tagore associated Arthur Geddes, a Scottish musician,
and Arnold Adriaan Bake, a Dutch musician, with himself. They
transcribed his songs in staff notations. (Farrell 160) Moreover,
with the purpose of approving ‘Tagore’s lively interest in music
and its compelling influence upon his poetry’, SubhasSarkar points
out ‘recurring associations of music’ in Song Offerings, ‘i.e., ‘this
flute of reed,” “‘melodies eternally’ (poem no. 1), ‘commandest me
to sing,” ‘melts into one sweet harmony,” ‘Drink with the joy of
singing’ (poem no. 2), ‘the light of thy music illumines,’ ‘to join
thy song’ (poem no. 3), ‘this chanting and singing’ (poem no. 11),
‘Un stringing my instrument’ (poem no. 13), ‘life can only break
out in tunes’ (poem no. 15), ‘then thy words will take wing in
songs,” ‘melodies will break forth in flowers’ (poem no. 19) etc.
(178-179)’.

Here, it is noticeable that in order to provide musicality to
his poetry, Tagore never loses ‘the simplicity of greatness, the
mysticism of the spiritually introspective, the indefinable mystery
of old India, and the beauty of nature’ in his songs. An in herited
atmosphere of art, literature and music, and his own brightness
facilitate an excellent combination of the music and literature in his
creations. In parts, he can be taken as a musician, a literary figure,
an artist, a philosopher, an educationalist, and so on. But, as a

whole, he is a vaggeyakara, i.e. a poet-composer of the first water.
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Tagore wrote many of his literary classics at Santi Niketan.

Santi Niketan

Shanti Niketan has a museum, archives, library and other units. It houses a major part of Rabindranath's manuscripts,
correspondence, paintings and sketches, 40,000 volumes of books and 12,000 volumes of bound journals, photographs
and numerous items associated with the poet's life. It is generally one of the first points of interest for anybody visiting
Santi Niketan. Santi Niketan as a centre for culture with the objective of exploring the arts, language, humanities, music
etc. Specialised institutes came up in different fields: Cheena Bhavana, Hindi Bhavana, Kala Bhavana, Sangit Bhavana,
Bhasa Bhavana, Nippon Bhavana, Many of these institutes with myriad structures have been decorated by illustrious

Shanti Niketan was founded and developed by members of the Tagore family. It was founded by Debendranath Tagore,
His son, Rathindranath Tagore was one of the first five students at the Brahmacharya asrama at Santi Niketan. After
the death of his father in 1941, Rathindranath took over the burden of all responsibilities at Santi Niketan. When Visva
Bharati was made a central university in 1951, Rathindranath was appointed its first vice-chancellor. Rabindranath
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