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The Reasearch of MOON is -‘Chandrayaan-2’
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It was the Cold War between the
Soviet Union and the United States
of America that trigered or inspired
“space race” and “Moon race” with
a specific focus on the Moon.Space
historyof important firsts, such as
the first photographs of the unseen,
unexplored far side of the Moon in
1959 by the Soviet Union, and also
with the landing of the first humans on
the Moon in 1969, widely seen around
the world as one of the pivotal events
of the 20th century in specific and

indeed of human history in general.

The crew of Apollo 8, on
December 24, 1968, Frank Borman,
James Lovell and William Anders,
became the first human beings to
enter lunar orbit and see the far side
of the Moon. Humans first landed
on the Moon on July 20, 1969. Neil
Armstrong was the first human to
walk on the lunar surface, He was the
commander of the U.S. mission Apollo
11. The first robot lunar rover to land
on the Moon was the Soviet vessel
Lunokhod 1 on November 17, 1970,
as part of the Lunokhod programme.
Till date, the last human to stand on
the Moon was Eugene Cernan, who as
part of the Apollo 17 mission, walked
on the Moon in December 1972.

There were 65 Moon landings
between the mid-1960s to the mid-
1970s (with 10 in 1971 alone), but

after Luna 24 in 1976 they suddenly
stopped. The Soviet Union started
focusing on Venus, space stations
and the U.S. on Mars and beyond,
and on the Skylab and Space Shuttle

programs.

Japan In 1990, visited the Moon
with the Hiten spacecraft, becoming
the third country to place an object in
orbit around the Moon. The spacecraft
released the Hagoromo-probe into
lunar orbit, but the transmitter failed,
thereby preventing further scientific
use of the spacecraft. In September
2007, Japan launched the SELENE
spacecraft, with the objectives “to
obtain scientific data of the lunar
origin and evolution and to develop
the technology for the future lunar

exploration”.

The European Space Agency
launched a small, low-cost lunar
orbital probe called SMART 1 on
September 27, 2003. Its primary goal
was to take three-dimensional X-ray
and infrared imagery of the lunar
surface. It was intentionally crashed
into the lunar surface in order to study

the impact trail.

China has begun the Chinese

Lunar Exploration Program
for exploring the Moon and is
investigating the prospect of lunar
mining, specifically for the isotope

helium-3 for use as an energy source
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on Earth. China launched the Chang’e-
Irobotic lunar orbiter on October 24,

2007. Originally planned for a one-
year mission, the Chang’e 1 mission
was very successful and ended up
being extended for another four
months. Chang’e 1 On completing
the 16-month mission on March 1,
2009, was
on the lunar surface. On October 1,
2010, China launched the Chang’e 2
lunar orbiter. China landed the rover

intentionally impacted

Chang’e 3 on the Moon on December
14, 2013, became the third country
to have done so. Chang’e 3 is the
first spacecraft to soft-land on lunar
surface since Luna 24 in 1976. Since
the Chang’e 3 mission was a success,
the backup lander Chang’e 4 was re-
purposed for the new mission goals.
China launched on 7 December 2018
the Chang’e 4 mission to the lunar
farside. On 3 January 2019, Chang’e
4 landed on the far side of the Moon.

India’s national space agency,
Indian Space Research Organization
(ISRO), launched Chandrayaan-1, an
uncrewed lunar orbiter, on October 22,
2008. The lunar probe was originally
intended to orbit the Moon for two
years, with scientific objectives to

tykb I flrEcj 2019

prepare a three-dimensional atlas
of the near and far side of the Moon
and to conduct a chemical and
mineralogical mapping of the lunar
surface. The uncrewed Moon Impact
Probe landed on the Moon at 15:04
GMT on November 14, 2008 making
India the fourth country to touch down
on the lunar surface. Among its many
achievements was the discovery of
the widespread presence of water

molecules in lunar soil.

The

was a major boost to India’s space

Chandrayaan  mission
program. The idea of an Indian
scientific mission to the Moon was
first propounded in 1999 during a
meeting of the Indian Academy of
Sciences. The Astronautical Society
of India (AeSI) carried forward the
idea in 2000. Soon after, the Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO)
set up the National Lunar Mission
Task Force which concluded that
ISRO has the technical expertise
to carry out an Indian mission to
the Moon. In April 2003 over 100
eminent Indian scientists from the
vast fields of planetary and space
Earth
astronomy,

sciences, sciences, physics,

chemistry, astrophysics
and engineering and communication
sciences discussed and approved the
Task Force recommendation to launch
an Indian probe to the Moon. Prime
minister Sh. Atal Bihari Vajpayee
announced the Chandrayaan project
on course in his Independence Day

speech on 15 August 2003, the Indian

D

Ta=m 9t weituenT

government gave the permssion for

the mission.

The mission had the following
stated objectives:

* to design, develop, launch and
orbit a spacecraft around the
Moon wusing an Indian-made

launch-vehicle.

* to conduct scientific experiments
the
spacecraft which would yield

using  instruments  on
data,for the preparation of a three-
dimensional atlas of both the near
and far sides of the Moon,for
mapping
of the entire lunar surface at

chemical and mineral

high spatial resolution, mapping
particularly the chemical elements
magnesium, aluminium, silicon,
calcium, iron, titanium, radon,

uranium, and thorium etc.
* to increase scientific knowledge

* to test the impact of a sub-satellite
(Moon Impact Probe — MIP) on
the surface of the Moon as a fore-

runner for future soft-landing

missions.
The Chandrayaan mission
defined these goals:
* High-resolution = mineralogical

and chemical imaging of the
permanently shadowed north- and
south-polar regions

* Searching for surface or sub-
surface lunar water-ice, especially

at the lunar poles
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e Identification of chemicals in

lunar highland rocks

* Chemical know how of the
lunar crust by remote sensing
of the central uplands of large
lunar craters, and of the South
Pole Aitken Region (SPAR), an

expected site of interior material

* Mapping the height variation of
features of the lunar surface

* Observation of X-ray spectrum
,thus Providing new insights in
understanding the Moon’s origin

and evolution.

Chandrayaan  mission  was
widely appreciated all over the
world by the stakeholders like ‘The
American Institute of Aeronautics and
Astronautics’ (AIAA) has selected
ISRO’s Chandrayaan-1 mission as
one of the recipients of its annual
AJAA SPACE 2009 awards, which
recognises key contributions to space

science and technology.

* The
Exploration

International Lunar

Working  Group
awarded the Chandrayaan-1 team
the International Co-operation
Award in 2008 for accommodation
and tests of the most international
lunar payload ever (from 20
countries, including India, the
European Space Agency of 17

countries, USA, and Bulgaria).

» US-based National Space Society
awarded ISRO the 2009 Space
Pioneer Award in the science
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and engineering category, for the
Chandrayaan-1 mission.

Chandrayaan-1 was India’s
first mission to the moon which has
operated for almost a year (between
October 2008 and August 2009).
The lunar orbiter is best known
for helping to discover evidence of

water molecules on the moon.

Chandrayaan-2 (A=Y -R

Moon-craft) is India’s second

lunar  exploration mission after
Chandrayaan-1, Developed by the
Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO), the mission was launched
from the second launch pad at Satish
Dhawan Space Centre at Sriharikota

in Nellore district of Andhra Pradesh

On 22 July 2019 at 2.43 PM
IST (09:13 GMT) to the Moon by
a Geosynchronous Satellite Launch
Vehicle Mark III (GSLV Mk III). It
consists of a lunar orbiter, a lander,
and a lunar rover named Pragyan, all
developed in India. The main scientific
objective is to map the location and
abundance of water. The lander and
the rover will land on the near side of
the Moon, in the South Polar Region
at latitude of about 70° south probably
on 7 September 2019. The wheeled
Pragyan rover will move on the lunar
surface and will perform on-site
chemical analysis for a period of 14
days (one lunar day). It can relay data
to Earth through the Chandrayaan-2
orbiter which were

and lander,

launched together on the same rocket.

&)

The orbiter will perform its mission for
one year in a circularized lunar polar
orbit of 100 x 100 km. The primary
objective of Chandrayaan-2 is to
demonstrate the ability to soft-land
on the lunar surface and operate
a robotic rover on the surface. If
successful, Chandrayaan-2 will be
the southernmost lunar landing.

A successful landing would make
India the fourth country to achieve a
soft landing on the Moon, after the
space agency’s of the USSR, the USA
and China.

History of Chandrayaan-2:

On 12 2007,
representatives of the Russian Federal

November

Space Agency (Roscosmos) and
ISRO signed an agreement for the
two agencies to work together on the
Chandrayaan-2 project. ISRO would
have the prime responsibility for the
orbiter and rover, while Roscosmos
was to provide the lander. The Indian
government approved the mission in
a meeting of the Union Cabinet, held
on 18 September 2008 and chaired by
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. The
design of the spacecraft was completed
in August 2009, with scientists of both
countries conducting a joint review.
Although ISRO finalised the payload
for Chandrayaan-2 per schedule,the
mission was postponed in January
2013 and rescheduled to 2016 because
Russia was unable to develop the
lander on time. Roscosmos later

withdrew in wake of the failure of
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the Fobos-Grunt mission to Mars,
since the technical aspects connected
with the Fobos-Grunt mission were
also used in the lunar projects,
which needed to be reviewed. When
Russia cited its inability to provide
the lander even by 2015, India
decided to develop the lunar mission
independently. The spacecraft’s launch
had been scheduled for March 2018,
but was first delayed to April and then
to October to conduct further tests on
the vehicle. On 19 June 2018, after
the program’s fourth Comprehensive
Technical Review meeting, a number
of changes in configuration and
landing sequence were planned for
implementation, pushing the launch
to the first half of 2019.Two of the
lander’s legs got minor damage during
one of the tests in February 2019.
Chandrayaan-2 launch was initially
scheduled for 14 July 2019, 21:21
GMT (15 July 2019 at 02:51 IST
local time), with the landing expected
on 6 September 2019. However, the
launch was aborted due to a technical
glitch and rescheduled to 22 July
2019.0n 22 July 2019 at 09:13 GMT
(14:43 IST) GSLV MK III M1 on its
first operational flight successfully
launched Chandrayaan-2. The primary
objectives of Chandrayaan-2 are to
demonstrate the ability to soft-land on
the lunar surface and operate a robotic
rover on the surface. Scientific goals
include studies of lunar topography,
mineralogy, elemental abundance, the
lunar exosphere (Outer Atmosphere),
and probability of hydroxyl and water
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ice. The orbiter will map the lunar
surface and help to prepare 3D maps
of it. The onboard radar will also
map the surface while studying the
water ice in the South Polar Region
and thickness of the lunar surface.
The mission’s lander is called Vikram
(Sanskrit: forspH ‘Valour’) named after
Vikram Sarabhai (1919-1971), who
is widely regarded as the father of the
Indian space programme.The Vikram
lander will detach from the orbiter and
descend to a low lunar orbit. It will
then perform a comprehensive check
of all its on-board systems before
attempting a soft landing, deploy
the rover, and perform scientific
activities for approximately 14 days.
The approximate combined mass of
the lander and rover is 1,471 kg. The
preliminary configuration study of the
lander was completed in 2013 by the
Space Applications Centre (SAC) in
Ahmedabad.

The mission’s rover is called
Pragyan (Ys1,To ‘lit’). The rover’s
mass is about 27 kg and will operate
on solar power. The rover will move
on 6 wheels traversing 500 meters
on the lunar surface at the rate of 1
cm per second, performing on-site
chemical analysis and sending the data
to the lander, which will relay it to the
Earth station. For navigation, the rover
uses: Stereoscopic camera-based 3D
vision. IIT Kanpur contributed to the
development of the subsystems for
light-based map generation and motion

planning for the rover. However, its

O
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power system has a solar-powered
sleep/wake-up cycle implemented,
which could result in longer service
time than planned. ISRO selected eight
scientific instruments for the orbiter,
four for the lander, and two for the
rover. ISRO in 2010 had clarified that
due to weight restrictions it will not
be carrying foreign payloads on this
mission. However, in an update just
a month before launch, an agreement
between NASA and ISRO was signed
to include a small laser retroreflector
from NASA to the lander’s payload
to measure the distance between the
satellites above and the microreflector
on the lunar surface.Chandrayaan-2
launch was initially scheduled for 14
July 2019, 21:21 GMT (15 July 2019
at 02:51 IST local time).However,
the launch was aborted 56 minutes
and 24 seconds before launch due to
a technical glitch and rescheduled to
22 July 2019. Chandrayaan-2 was
launched onboard the GSLV MK III
M1 launch vehicle on 22 July 2019 at
09:13 GMT (14:43 IST) with better-
than-expected apogee as a result of the
cryogenic upper stage being burned
to depletion, which later eliminated
the need for one of the apogee-raising
burns during the geocentric phase
of mission. This also resulted in the
saving of around 40 kg fuel onboard
ISRO mentions 6
objectives the Chandrayaan 2 mission

the spacecraft.

aims at achieving.
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Mr. Chaman lal ji -Great contributetor of RSS
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Akhhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad
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Sh. Chamanlal was an RSS
(RashtriyaSwayamsevakSangh)
swayamsevak (volunteer) who made
RSS international. Soon after India’s
independence he played the role
of keeping touch with those RSS
swayamsevaks who went abroad
but who did not want to severe their
organizational links. With the passage
of time the number of such persons
kept swelling and ChamanLalji was
their umbilical cord with India. Not
this much, swayamsevaks abroad
started  ‘shakhas’
arrangement of RSS for bringing

(organizational

its followers together on daily
or periodical basis). As RSS was
essentially meant for uniting Hindus
in India, its swayamsevaks who settled
abroad felt that Hindus in foreign
countries also needed to unite and thus
HSS (Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh)
came into existence meant for Hindus
living abroad. ChamanLalji was the

kingpin of this whole network.

He was not an ordinary person.
He was a visionary and master
organizer. Born in 1920 in Sialkot
( now in Pakistan) he studied upto
brilliant
academic record (a gold medalist in

postgraduation  having
M.Sc. Botany) but rather than opting
for the life of an ordinary person
confined to a profession and family
life, which most people do, he chose

to become a whole life ‘pracharak’ (in

RSS pracharak happens to be one who
dedicates his full time only for RSS
work though for certain duration) in
1942. In initial years he was entrusted
with various RSS responsibilities but
once he was given the responsibility of
keeping in touch with swayamsevaks
settling abroad there was no looking
back. And lo and behold Chaman
Lalji made RSS international without
travelling much. Most of his life he
remained confined to his headquarter
in RSS office cum residential complex
of Jhandewalan in Delhi from where
he spread his network of contacts all
over the world. As the network grew
bigger a need arose that someone
should also travel abroad to strengthen
the same and once HSS was started the
need became more acute. But instead
of Chaman Lalji himself travelling
he was provided with assistance of
many RSS pracharaks — Sh. Laxman
Rao Bhide being the most prominent
amongst them.

Activities of Chaman Lalji were
not confined only to maintaining
international contacts, along with
many other responsibilities such as
maintaining RSS records, creating
a library, taking care of property
matters of Jhandewalan and acting
as driver of RSS car etc. He became
a resource person in India for Hindus
living abroad with respect to their

requirements related to India and
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Indian Government. Like a seasoned
diplomat he also performed the duty
of keeping eye on international affairs
and would provide feedback as and
when required by political leaders
especially from BJP. Vice versa
also. The leaders who were to travel
abroad were provided inputs by him
particularly with respect to Hindus
and issues related to them and these
leaders included none other than Sh.
Atal Bihari Vajpayee also who was
External Affairs Minister during
1977-80, top leader of BJP thereafter
and Prime Minister of India after
1998.

regard for Chaman Lalji which was

Sh. Vajpayee had greatest

explicitly observed when as Prime
Minister he visited Jhandewalan to
pay his homage to Chaman Lalji after
his death in 2003.

Chaman Lalji was embodiment

of simple living and high thinking. He
used to live like an ordinary person
who kept his requirements to the bare
minimum. He used to wash his clothes
himself and most of the time would
wear khadi kurta-pyjama which he

would wear without ironing.

I had the fortune of being well
known to him. I wish to narrate two
personal experiences with him. On the
night of June 25, 1975 when internal
emergency was clamped in the country
I was sleeping in Jhandewalan. In
midnight police landed there and there
was likelihood of Chaman Lalji’sarrest.
I brought this development to his
notice and suggested to him to escape
from there. So simple and unassuming
he was that he felt helpless. I offered
him my service in this matter. But the
problem evaporated as police left by
making just one symbolic arrest.
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I went abroad for first time in
1994. It was to be a 4 week tour in US
on invitation of the government. Still
I wanted to have some references for
my convenience. Chaman Lalji gave

me enough references.

I have been associated with
ChamanLalji memorial lecture which
was started in 2004 and which was
initially an annual feature but later
became a biennial one. The first
lecture was to be delivered by the
then Sarsanghchalak of RSS Sh.
KC Sudershan. I suggested that the
then Prime Minister Sh. AtalBihari
Vajpayee should be invited to preside
over. Sh. Vajpayee agreed to this but
in view of some exigency he could
not make it. Such a great personality
ChamanlLalji was.

corrective measures in this direction.

Advantageous

Co-Scholastic

and enjoyable.

AWELCOME MOVE BY CBSE

The board has opened up opportunities for students in the Vocational stream

Syllabus of mathematics and science in secondary school education is one of the most discussed topics in the academic circles of India.
Academicians parents and industry experts have long been arguing that mathematics and science taught in class V111 — class X are not useful
at work, unless the student decides to take up career in education board have understood the truth in this argument and have started taking

One such initiative taken by the central board of secondary education (CBSE) is remodeling its assessment scheme for class X vocational
stream. Now, the vocational stream students have to study six subjects, where in the sixth subject is an additional subject. Those who fail in
either social science can replace it with a vocational subject. The board exam results will be computed accordingly.

Those who want to reappear for the failed subject can take the compartment examination. So, now, CBSE students who are not com-fortable
with one of the three subjects can still pass the board examination by clearing the vocational paper. But of course, they have to study one
additional subject. This is mandated under the national skills qualifications framework (NSQF).

The 13 options from which the student can choose their sixth subject are: introduction to financial market ,food production basic agriculture,
information technology, dynamics retailing, automobile technology, beauty and wellness, security, front office operations, introduction to
tourism marketing and sales, banking and insurance and health care services.

Holistic education demands development of all aspects of individual’s personality including cognitive, affective and psycho motor domains.
It is unfortunate that not much attention and emphasis is given to the development of interests, hobbies and passion of learners. Focusing
on excellence in academics alone undoubtedly results in lop-sided development of personality. It is thus essential that due importance be
given to participation in co-curricular activities like music, dance, art, dramatics and other areas of one’s interest to make life more fulfilling
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“A Model School in Each District is our Priority”

Latest Interview

Interview with

Shri Yatindra Kumar

Sharma, Joint Organising
Secratery, Vidya Bharti
Akhil Bharti Shiksha

Sansthan

by

Dr. Pramod Kumar
(Organiser - Weekly)
New Delhi
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Vidya Bharati is the largest
educational institution in India
dedicated to the cause of imparting
value-based education from primary
to senior secondary level. Managing
23,000 schools through 70 committees,
and imparting education to 35 lakh
students with the help of 1.35 lakh
teachers is indeed not an easy task. The
model that Vidya Bharati has evolved
over the years for quality education
has been appreciated globally. Now,
it is in the process of expanding its
wings in higher education and also at
the global level. Organiser Chief News
Coordinator Dr Pramod Kumar spoke
to the Joint Organising Secretary of
Vidya Bharati Shri Yatindra Kumar in
New Delhi to know the future plans of
the largest educational institution of

Bharat.

What was the prime objective
behind the start of Saraswati
Shishu Mandir Yojna in 1952?

Five years after achieving
political Independence, some
karyakartas, while thinking about

future education in the country, started
the first school in 1952 at Gorakhpur,
Uttar Pradesh. After serious thought,
the school was named as Saraswati
Shishu both the
teachers and the students experience

Mandir—where

the feel of a temple. The prime
objective was to prepare the young
generation, which is knowledgeable,

rooted in Indian cultural ethos,
possess high moral character and
human values. The Saraswati Shishu
Mandir Yojna is basically based on
the age-old Bharatiya values of life
and philosophy. The idea behind the
whole thinking was that the school
should have the feel of a family, where
the students, parents, teachers and
management are interconnected. In
the beginning, plans were formulated
to expand the schools in Uttar Pradesh
only. Then, they were expanded to
Madhya Pradesh. A Samiti, Shishu
Shiksha Prabandh Samiti, was first
constituted in 1958 to look after this
work. Till 1977, about 600 schools
had been started in different states.
Then the discussion began to give it a
national shape. After the Emergency, a
grand Shishu Sangam of students from
classes 3 to 7 was held in New Delhi
in 1978 in which we had initially
planned to have 10,000 students, but
actually, 16,000 students participated.
It was the world’s largest camp of
school students in that year.

How was Vidya Bharati Akhil
Bharatiya Shiksha Sansthan
started?

Vidya Bharati Akhil Bharatiya
Shiksha Sansthan was formed in 1978.
Gradually, various new dimensions
were added to its work. In 1979, the
first Chintan Baithak was held at
Lalsagar (Jodhpur) where the action
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chalked
out and the boundaries for social

plan for expansion was

development, education, geography
were defined. Later, a research centre
was planned which now functions
in Lucknow. A research journal is
also published. Then Sanskriti Bodh
project was started. It is managed by a
separate Samiti based in Kurukshetra.
Last year, 22 lakh students appeared
for the Sanskriti Bodh test all over the
country. Apart from students, there
are tests for teachers and parents too
so that they know about the Bharatiya
Sanskriti. The Second Chintan
Baithak of Vidya Bharati was held at
Palghat in 2005, where the objectives
and targets, defined in 1989, were
reviewed. The Third Chintan Baithak
was held in Kurukshetra in 2008 for
further planning.

How many schools, students,
teachers and parents are
associated with Vidya Bharati
now?

Today, 70 Samitis running schools
all over the country are affiliated to
Vidya Bharati. There are schools in all
the Prants except Mizoram. If we think
at the district level, we have work in
624 districts. There are two parts of
the schools—formal and informal.
Schools from Shishu Vatika to 12th
standard are formal schools, while the
Ekal Vidyalayas and Sanskar Kendras
are informal schools. The number of
formal schools 1s 13,000, while the
number of informal schools is 10,000.
By and large, about 35 lakh students

tykb I flrEcj 2019

study in all these schools. The number
of teachers is 1.35 lakh. About one
crore parents are associated with us

today.

What is the mechanism to keep in
touch with the Alumni and to use
their talent for the betterment of
the society?

We have about 10 lakh alumni
who are well-settled in their respective
areas. They are our real capital, which
should be used for the betterment of
the nation. Alumni have two sections.
One, the students who are still studying
somewhere and the second are those
who have settled in various fields.
We are gradually creating a system
from schools to the national level to
reconnect to the alumni. Every school
is collecting data about its alumni.
Meetings, camps and conferences of
the alumni have begun. We have also
started a web portal to connect with
them. It is managed from Kolkata.
About 95 per cent of schools have
been registered on this portal. About
one lakh alumni have also registered
themselves on the portal. We have
online contact with them now. We
are also listing them according to
their areas of work like education,
administration, commerce, business,
industry, management, army, police,
etc. After preparing this data we will
think how they can be better utilised
for those areas.

How many schools of Vidya
Bharati are digitised today?

Work on it has just begun. About

Q)
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10 per cent of schools have digital
classrooms.

Whom do you think are some
of the foundation stones in the
journey of Vidya Bharati?

There are countless people. But
the contribution of Nanaji Deshmukh
started the first
1952 cannot be ignored. Similarly,
like Shri
Upadhyaya who drafted its

who school in

personalities Deendayal
first
constitution in 1952, Shri Bhaurao
Deoras, Shri Hanuman Prasad
Poddar and Shri Krishna Chand
Gandhi are remembered with high
reverence. In states, Shri Narayandas
in Uttar Kshetra, Shri Jaidev Pathak
in Rajasthan, Shri Roshanlal Saxena
in Madhya Pradesh, Shri Acharyulu in
Andhra Pradesh and Shri K. Bhaskar
Rao in Kerala were the prominent
foundation stones.

If you have to list five major
achievements of Vidya Bharati
right from the initial days, what
are they?

The first achievement of Vidya
Bharati is marvellous examination
In all the State Education
Boards, our students achieve a place in

results.

the merit every year. Once, the ‘BBC’
prepared a report on the achievements
of Vidya Bharati schools in Odisha.
Shri Digvijaya Singh, when he was
CM of Madhya Pradesh, felicitated
our students and teachers for their
wonderful performance in exams.
In CBSE also our students excel

regularly. The second achievement
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is our values—morality, spirituality
and the values of life which are the
core of our education system. It is
because of the values that many
educational institutions are eager to
join hands with us. Many institutions
study our model and try to emulate
it. The third achievement is our
alumni who are leaders in various
spheres of their life today. They are
our cultural ambassadors all over the
world. Fourth is the dedicated team
of teachers. Ordinary people from
society joined us as teachers and we
transformed them into extraordinary
persons through our working method.
They impart education through their
personal conduct and qualities. They
are in the field of education considering
it a pious work where they work for
building responsible citizens. These
teachers are today active in various
spheres of life. Fifth achievement is
that the students getting education
in their respective mother tongues
are successful and hold higher posts
in different spheres of life. Vidya
Bharati is also successful in abolishing
untouchability
prevailing in over one lakh villages.

and  malpractices

Privatisation of higher education
has increased commercialisation
of education. Do you have any
plan to start private universities
also in future to provide quality
and affordable education to the
deserving students?

Vidya Bharati is against the

commercialisation of education.
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Education should be autonomous and
managed by educationists. Since our
prime objective is to impart sanskars
through education, we have focused
on education up to 12th standard
which is the prime age of getting
sanskars. Even then, about three years
back we registered a body, Vidya
Bharati Uchch Shiksha Sansthan. It is
based in Noida. Hence, we are ready
to enter the field of higher education
in the country. We hope for a big stride
in the field of higher education in the
days to come.

A few years back, Vidya Bharati
started engaging its teachers,
students and parents into
some constructive activities,
particularly in the localities
where the school is run. What is
the progress on that front?

Yes, this experiment is gathering
momentum. Since the beginning, we
believe that school is the small form
of society and it should emerge as
centre of social awakening. It should
not be like an isolated island. At the
Palghat Chintan Baithak, we decided
that every school in its vicinity should
detect some social issues and use
the manpower of students, teachers,
parents and alumni to address those
issues. Many schools have started
inspiring work in this direction.

How many Ekal Vidyalayas are
run in remote areas and how are
they proving to be a medium of
social change in those areas?

Under the informal education
system, we have about 5000 Sanskar
Kendras, which mostly function in
deprived or underdeveloped slum
areas of the cities. Also, about 5000
Ekal Vidyalayas are run mostly in the
tribal, coastal and border areas. Some
Ekal Vidyalayas are run in J&K and
North Eastern states also. These are
mainly in areas where the government
agencies have not reached so far. We
have designed a special curriculum for
these schools. It particularly focuses
on language and mathematics. For
sanskar, stories, short stories, games,
inspiring anecdotes from the life of
great personalities are taught. These
schools have generated great interest in
education in those areas. Not only the
students but also the parents are ready
to teach their children. Secondly, the
spirit of national awakening has been
generated among those people, anti-
national activities have effectively
been curbed there. The people there
have also come out from various types
of superstitions. Many social evils
have been arrested.

What was the input of Vidya
Bharati for new Education Policy
and how many of your suggestions
have been incorporated in the
draft policy?

We organised many conferences
and discussions involving scholars
and educationists to gather their input
for the Education Policy. We mainly
gathered 33 suggestions and submitted

to Dr Kasturirangan Committee.
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Then we had three meetings with the
Committee to exchange our idea of
education and expectations from the
future Education Policy. I feel about
80 per cent of our recommendations
have been accepted by the Committee.
Now after the release of the draft
policy, we are studying it and are again
discussing them with the scholars. We
would again give our feedback to the
government before August 31, 2019.

What is your overall opinion
about the draft Education
Policy?

By and large, the draft is good
and presents an outline for the change
in a larger context. In 1998 also, the
Vidya Bharati had organised scholars’
meets to gather opinion about new
education policy. A meeting was
held in Delhi which was attended by
about 350 scholars. At that time the
majority opinion was that there is
no need to formulate new education
policy. If the government implements
the recommendations of previous
committees alone, a big change will
be visible in the country’s education
sector. A memorandum to that effect
was presented to the then HRD
Minister Dr Murli Manohar Joshi.
Even today, we say the draft of the
new Education Policy is good, but
the major question is of its timely
and effective implementation. If the
system implements it with a strong
will and the government also provides
the desired budget for it, the nation

will get inspiring results in the field
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of education. Also, there is a need
to prepare the teachers to impart
education accordingly. About one
crore teachers have to do it. They
should be mentally prepared for it. If
this happens, the new education policy

will show good results.

Sometimes there are reports that
the teachers working in most
of Vidya Bharati schools are
underpaid. Comment.

No, it is wrong to say it. We
do not use the word ‘salary’. Rather
we use the word ‘honourarium’,
as we believe that we cannot pay
for the commitment and dedication
with which the teachers work in our
schools. We grant them respectable
honourarium. Their contribution is
priceless to us. Even then we have
Our
schools in Delhi, Haryana and Punjab

some high paying schools.
pay according to 7th Pay Commission.
Some schools pay according to 6th
and 5th Pay Commission. We also
provide other facilities like EFP
and ESI to all the teachers. Since
all our schools are run from social
contribution and receive no aid from
the government, we pay based on the
social contribution we receive. Since
beginning our policy has been that
whatever amount we receive as fees,
80 per cent of that will be paid to the
teachers as honourarium. Remaining
20 per cent will be used for other
activities of the school. The amount
collected through fees is not used for

the construction of the building. For
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it, we gather funds from society. The
teachers joining our schools come
with the spirit of dedication and
commitment and not to earn money.
That is why they feel satisfied.

What are the plans of Vidya
Bharati for the next two-three
years?

By the year 2024, our plan is to
prepare at least one model school in
every district which takes a lead in
that area. That school should emerge
as an ideal school imparting not only
quality education but also ensuring
sanskars, values and character,
which are the core of our education
system. Presently, we have work in
624 districts. In next three years we
want to have schools in every district.
Socially, also we want to have students
from all segments of the society in our

schools.

What about sports activities

through Vidya Bharati?

Yes, Vidya Bharati students have
excelled in sports also. When the
sports activities began in 1988 from
Gwalior with 250 children, we had
focused on four types of sports. Now
it is the mainstream activity in Vidya
Bharati schools. Despite not having
adequate sports infrastructure and
facilities in schools, we have been able
to discover and nurture sports talent
all over the country. Sports activities
are organised from schools to national
level. School Games Federation of
India (SGFI) recognised us in 2007. In
the first year, 778 students participated
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in various sports activities and won
20 medals. In 2007, our rank was
33rd. In 2018, our students won 383
medals and our rank was 10th. SGFI
has honoured Vidya Bharati for this
achievement. They have started an
award for discipline and cleanliness
also. That too was first won by
Vidya Bharati. Now Vidya Bharati
students have started participating in
international sports events also. Eight
students from Vidya Bharati schools
are now participating in international
sports events. We are creating Vidya
Bharati International Sports Academy
in Kanpur so that we can develop
international level sportspersons for
the country. We have also decided to
prepare good army officers.

There are reports that the Vidya
Bharati is starting a military
school in Uttar Pradesh. What is
that project?

started at
Shikarpur in Bulandshahar District of

Yes, it is being

Uttar Pradesh in the memory of former
RSS Sarsanghachalak Shri
Bhaiya. It is going to start shortly. The

Rajju

prime objective behind that project
is to produce good military officers.
We would impart regular education
in the school. But the students will
be imparted special coaching about
the military so that they are selected
in the army easily. This school will
be affiliated to the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE). Land
for the school has been donated by a

local retired military person.
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Vidya Bharati has also started
work in Nepal. What is the status
of that work?

Yes, we started work in Nepal
about a decade back. We work there
through Pashupati Shiksha Samiti.
We only provide them with guidance
and allow them to follow our work
method. The schools are managed
by the local people only. Presently,
about 30 schools are run under
this We
received requests from various parts

collaboration. have also
of the world to provide value-based
education there. Discussion is going
on within Vidya Bharati how such
requests can be addressed and how we
can help the organisations in foreign
countries for value-based education.

Anything else you wish to
mention about Vidya Bharati?

Words like
Kindergartens are very popular in

Convent,

modern education. Instead of using
such words, we use the word ‘Shishu
Vatika’ and focus on five-dimensional
growth of the children. Instead of
the
system, we have developed our

following Harvard education
own ‘panchmukhi’ and ‘panchpadi’
education system purely based
on Indian needs and ethos. Two
experiments have been conducted
in Shishu Vatika. One is ‘Samarth
Bharat’ where the focus is on pre-
birth sanskars. The young couples are
imparted training under this project on
how to conceive and nurture a child

with high values. This experiment

has proved to be a big success. There
is a plan to start about 100 such
projects all over the country. Second,
we say that Home is the School. We
have designed a curriculum on how
a child can be imparted education
at home. We are of the opinion that
the ‘school atmosphere should be at
home and home atmosphere should
be at school’. That is why training for
parents has been started. This is how
a new education method has been
developed through Shishu Vatika.

Another major project of Vidya
Bharati is ‘Samagra Vikas’ (holistic
development) because we believe
that exam-oriented method does not
evaluate the real talent of the student.
Rather, we need a method that focuses
on the holistic development of a child.
At the moment the entire education
system is exam-oriented. The focus
should be on education and not on
the exam alone. We have developed
a curriculum up to eighth standard
of the
students. The method of evaluation

for holistic development
that we have developed has produced
inspiring results. Vidya Bharati is the
organisation, which thinks and works
in totality taking all stakeholders
together—parents, students, teachers
and management. That is why we
regard the school as a family where
all stay and work with a family
spirit. We believe in cooperation and
not exploitation. It is a contribution
to nation-building through quality
education.
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Padma Shri Piyong Temjen Jamir

PERSONALTY

Pankaj Sinha
MSc. Math, B.Ed.
Organising Secretary
Vidya Bharti Nagaland
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Now 88, Piyong Temjen Jamir’s
dedication to promotion of Hindi
and also social service have been
acknowledged with 14 awards over
the past few decades.In 2006, a Naga
educationist in full traditional regalia
received the Ganga Saran Award from
the hands of then president of Bharat
APJ Abdul Kalam. The memory hangs
framed prominently on the wall of the
awardee’s home on the outskirts of
Dimapur town. Twelve years later, the
same Naga personality was on stage
in Delhi, his attire again proclaiming
his Naga identity, receiving the Padma
Shree from President Ram Nath
Kovind.

Battling threats, and

ignored by his own people, Piyong

stigma,

Temjen Jamir, the lone singleminded
of Hindi
Nagaland, probably wants to send a

crusader language in
message to his critics that his identity
asaNaga hasnotbeen compromised by
his love for the Hindi — a language not
favored for long in Nagaland as well
as many parts of northeast India during
the peak of separatist movements.
And the man, reverently addressed
as Guruji, has always draped himself
in traditional weaves for each award
or even for any photo for the media.
Jamir, the principal of Rashtrabhasha
Hindi Shikshan Sansthan, located in
Nagaland’s cosmopolitan town of

Dimapur, was recently awarded the

Shri M. Fivongiemjen
Jamir

Padma Shree for distinguished service
in the field of literature and education.
An honour well deserved, as anyone
who had witnessed Jamir struggle
through his life to promote Hindi in
the state, would say.

Hardly anybody had any interest
in Hindi and I was looked down upon
by my own people and in my own
village because I taught Hindi,” Jamir
recalls of his early days as a Hindi
teacher in his home state. “I became a
pariah among my own people, but my
love for the language and that we can
create a script for our native language
better with Devnagri kept me going
against all odds.” “But,” he adds with
a smile, “even I do not understand how

I came to love this language so much.”

Jamir published articles in local
newspapers putting forth the argument
that Devnagri was more suited to
script the tonal and rhythmic language
of the Naga tribes than the Roman
script. Substantiating, he points out the
phonetic similarity between Sanskrit

and Asian Pacific language.

The educationist was issued

threats on more than one occasion by
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separatists fighting for independent
“The
threatened me. They didn’t like me

Nagaland. undergrounds
teaching and promoting Hindi as it
was perceived as the language of the
oppressors. If India doesn’t give us
independence, we won’t allow Hindi
to come here, they said. | made many
enemies,” he says. The octogenarian
recalls, “Uss dino me koi Hindi ko
pyar nahi karta tha; Hindi wala ka
matlab hai chota aadmi. But, Jamir
persisted.

Starting with three students —
two relatives and one a friend’s son
— in a thatched accommodation and
then shifting to the sprawling current
site of the Rashtra Bhasha Hindi
Shikshan Sansthan or Hindi College,
the journey of Piyong Temjen Jamir
has been a long and testing one.

Jamir’s tryst with Hindi began
in 1963 when he left his native place
to learn the language at Wardha in
Maharashtra. He had attended a regular
school till class VI in his village of
Longsa, Mokokchung district, but lost
interest in studies and more interested
in farming, the main occupation in

Naga villages.

After completing the course
in Hindi at Wardha, he stayed back
for two more years to acquire more
knowledge of the language. “Others
couldn’t stay there for even a year
due to the heat, but I stayed for seven
years. [ was resolute. [ wanted to learn
to speak Hindi properly,” he says.
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Coming back to Nagaland, he
got a teacher’s post in Tuensang later
left for Agra in 1973 to acquire B.
Ed degree. Back to his state again,
Jamir worked as an instructor in the
Hindi Training College, originally
established as a branch of the Wardha
institute in 1962 in Dimapur as Rashtra
Bhasha Vidyalaya. Frustrated by the
disregard for the language among the
local populace, he resigned from the
college in 1982 and contested in the
state assembly election unsuccessfully.
“I was a broken man after my election
defeat but my family supported me
and urged me to carry forward my
profession as a Hindi instructor. From
1982 to 1987, I lived on the earnings
of my wife and daughter,” Jamir says.

In 1984, the Wardha institute
withdrew its sponsorship of its branch
in Dimapur and the thenincharge of
the college coaxed Jamir, who was
also in the managing board of the
institute, to take over the institution as
its owner. In 1988, resolute to revive
the college, he shifted location and
changed the name to Rashtra Bhasha
Hindi Training Institute.

Jamir had also taken his young
wife, Pangertula Jamir(now 77yrs),
to Wardha to train her in Hindi and
she became his pillar throughout the
days of struggle. Jamir recalls how his
wife faced off the undergrounds when
they threatened him. “She is a strong
woman and this journey would not
have been possible without her. She

gave me courage to go ahead with my

plans for the institute,” Jamir says.

Jamir says promoting Hindi has
also helped him serve the society in
many ways, including get local youths
employed. “One of my first students
was a girl whose husband had left her
and their kids. She liked the language.
I sent my wife to teach her at home
and I helped her pass her exams. Then
she got the post of Hindi teacher in her

village.”

“Hindi ke seva karte huye logon
ka sewa bohot kiya maine,” Jamir
says. “That’s why the Lord has looked
after me and my family’s well being,”
he adds.

An avowed follower of Mahatma
Gandhi, it was no surprise hence when
he was dubbed as Mahatma Gandhi
of Nagaland and Father of Hindi in
Nagaland. But he is yet to get due

recognition from his own brethren.

More than 2000 Hindi teachers
in Nagaland have been trained under
the tutelage of Piyong Temjen Jamir.
Today, Jamir’s children teach Hindi.
His eldest son Wallen Jamir has taken
over his father’s institute.

In a felicitation programme of
founder president of JSS organised
by Vidya Bharati affiliate Janjati
Shiksha Samiti (JSS) of Nagaland (
Jamir is founder President of JSS), the
octogenarian made a quite entrance
wearing the Ao Naga motifs on a
traditional waist coat flanked by
members of his family.
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